What have I learned? (Reflection Upon a Case Study)

Of the period of time that I observed “John” (almost 3 months), I feel like I was able to catch a glimpse of who he is as a person during the school day, and while I was able to observe when he was not himself, based upon his average day-to-day persona and behavior during rehearsals, I must admit that I still cannot assume anything regarding family situation/home, etc.  Through my interactions with John (not flat out telling him), I began to know him as a person.  I would compliment his percussion playing/haircut/give him suggestions/etc. and observed how he reacted to all of these.  He appeared to trust that I was making honest comments, and by the end of this student teaching experience, he would come and talk to me!  Throughout the process of executing this case study, I realized that I will essentially be doing a case study for all my students as quickly as possible—so I can find out what their needs and abilities are, and how I can plan for them.
