Mr. Christopher Landi

Central York Middle School

Symphonic Band

April 15, 2010
Repertoire: “Whale Warriors” by Brian Balmages


National Standards:
#2 (Performing on instruments)
#5 (Reading music)

#7 (Evaluating music performances)

PA Standards:

9.1, 9.3/9.4

Objectives:

-SWBAT play a variety of sections of a piece with various and contrasting dynamic levels.

-SWBAT play with and respond to the conductor in several tempi changes.

-SWBAT be aware of what other instruments are playing.
Materials: 

-Whiteboard with some rhythm patterns written and “dynamic ladder”
Contingency Plan:

-work on dynamics in another section of the piece that wasn’t in today’s plan (HARPOON, FARLEY MOWAT)

-work on tempo in PURSUIT SECTION

Assessment: 

-Using the opening warm-up activity, students will consider their volume of playing in a 5-tier ladder.  They will think of this ladder in relation to a particular part of the piece being rehearsed.

-Students will maintain eye contact with the conductor and the tip of the baton, and vice versa.

-Through instruction from teacher (including warm-up), teacher will listen to hear student awareness of parts other than their own.

PROCEDURE:
I. WARM-UP

a) Conductor Sensitivity
“I want to see how quickly you can respond to changes in tempo from my baton.”

***Concert C Major Scale, Concert F Major Scale, Concert Bb Major Scale

     In whole notes
b) Dynamic Ladder
“I want you to imagine a ladder with 5 rungs.  Each rung is a different volume level or dynamic.”

***Play Concert C Major Scale, Concert F Major Scale, Concert Bb Major Scale in half notes.  POINT TO ASSIGNED  RUNG.

(1- piano; 2- mezzo piano; 3- mezzo forte; 4- forte; 5-ff)

c) Hocket Exercise (Taken from last section of “Whale Warriors”)


GROUP 1 – bassoons/bass clarinet/tenor and bari sax/trombones/baritones/tubas)…. Concert Bb on this pattern:

GROUP 2 – flutes/oboes/1,2 clarinets/alto saxes/trumpets/horns/bells…


Concert F on this pattern:

II. WITH RESOLVE AND HOPE
a) m. 131 – group 1


      - group 2 

 
      - both groups together

b) rit. poco a poco 

c.) last 2 bars – 8 beats for timpani (139 people holding their note)

d.) m. 123 – DYNAMIC LADDER

III. MORNING AT PORT

a) DYNAMICS ( no one is louder than ladder 2 – mp)

IV. PURSUIT

a) mm. 31-36 (practice transition)

b) mm 35-99 (crescendi; flutes/oboes COUNT)
